
Questions for development studies 
Defines the concept development and show its various dimensions. 

Answer 

Todaro and Smith define development as the “process of improving the quality   of all human lives”. They refer to three important aspects of development. 

i. Raising peoples living standards – their income and consumption levels   of food, mechanical services education etc, through  relevant economic growth 

ii. Creating conditions conducive to the growth  of peoples, self – esteem   through the establishment  by social and economic systems and institutions their promote human dignity and respect; 
iii. Increasing peoples freedom by enlarging the range of their of choice variable as by increasing varienties   of consumer goods and services. 

Discuss the main contribution of modernization theory to development to development thinking and practice 

Answer 

Modernization theory has profound effects on development thinking and practice, among these the following; 

i. It focuses alternation on the role of values and altitudes in development and response to source change. 

ii. It advocates for democratization of societies based on political participation 
iii. Highlights the problems faced by  third world countries and proceeds to offer solutions 

iv. Identifies the social and economic factors required for development such as education, healthcare, capital and technology 

v. Gives all countries and equal chance to prosper by providing a clear development path. 
In vow view, what are the problems that the District Focus for Rural Development intended to address. 

Answer 

i. Reduce rural  urban migration 

ii. Increase citizen participation in development decision making 

iii. Provided incentives for dispersion of industries the country 

iv. Fair distribution of  resources 

v. Better use of local resources 

Discuss the major constraints facing African Agricultural exports 

Answer 

i. Subject to frequent price fluctuation 
ii. Subject to longrun declining terms of trade 

iii. Subject laws of diminishing returns due to population pressure. 

iv. Inefficient marketing channels. 

v. Development of synthetic  raw materials 

vi. Existence of protectionist barriers is the international market 

vii. Lack of capital to develop agriculture to international standards. 

In your view, why are Non – Government organization (NGOs) more suitable in facilitating development is Africa compared to government. 

Answer 

i. Since  they have been created by the community initative, they enjoy a higher degree  to legitimacy 

ii.  They are better at identifying community needs because they are close to the people 

iii. They promote high degree of participation than government structures. 

iv. They are flexible and adaptive to local conditions as opposed to the rigid bureaucratic nature of government system. 

v. Quick decision making leads to rapid response to community problems. 

vi. Since they are voluntary in character, their running costs are lower. 

Explain the difficulties encountered when income statistics are used to determine standards of living 

i. They do   not consider others forms of wealth particularly   that which does not flow e.g. shares stocks etc 

ii. Does not consider the effect of inflation 

iii. Ignores population factor 

iv. It ignores the distribution of income 

v. Divergence between social and private costs and benefits 

vi. Does not consider income is relation to effort 

Discuss the Social and Economic Costs of Corruption in Africa
Answer 

Corruption is a great enemy of development. Recent research on the links between corruption, development and stability has shown that:

1. Corruption invariably increases transaction costs and uncertainty in an economy while lowering efficiency.  It leads to a misallocation of scarce talent to rent seeking activities while distorting investment priorities and technology choices.

2. There are significant variations in the form and intensity of corruption across and within regions. Some developing countries have less corruption than many industrialized nations.

3. Corruption reduces the transparency of economic transactions by both State-owned and private sector firms while undercutting the State’s ability to raise revenues. Corruption is therefore often associated with fiscal weakness which in turn may force the State to levy ever-higher tax rates on fewer tax payers, while reducing its ability to provide essential public goods and services.

4. Corruption weakens the State and its ability to promote development and social justice. It is regressive in the sense that its costs and negative economic impact tend to fall more heavily on small enterprises and on individuals in a weak economic position. Corruption is double jeopardy for the poor and unprotected. They pay a high share of monopoly rents and bribes, while they are often deprived of essential government services.

5. Corruption undermines the State’s legitimacy and, in extreme cases, may render a country ungovernable and lead to political instability or even war.

6. Financial fraud – it can undermine the soundness of financial institutions and contribute to systemic crisis. It is often associated with poor accounting standards, weak supervision of financial institutions, cronyism and nepotism.

7. It threatens development, safety, social fairness, the environment and stability in many different ways. For example, corruption undermines regulations that are needed by society for public safety such as building codes and environmental standards such as restrictions on logging, effluent disposal or dangerous emissions.

Explain the role of leadership in development 

Answer 

i. It improves peoples morale in development matters. 
ii. Leadership creates confidence in people and directs them to  good performance 

iii. Sets  good organizational goals 

iv. Good leadership leads to motivation / inspiration or workers to better performance 

v. Leadership  directs and unities efforts to individuals towards attainment of enterprise / societal goals 

vi. Leadership helps to use formal authority 

Explain the role of ethics is the process of development 

Answer 

i. Helps to solve development dilemmas 

ii. Ethics forms a basis for formulating code of conduct to  regulate human behaviour 
iii. Ethics acts an a standard of evaluation 

iv. Helps to distinguish what is good for individuals and society 

v. Helps to boost awareness on issues of right and wrong 

Discuss the role of ICT in research and development 

Answer 

i. Useful in publication   of  research findings 

ii. Improves accuracy or  research work 

iii. Improves marketing and marketing and buying and selling of goods.
