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1 
COMPREHENSION

Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow:


I would like to share some of the warning signs that you might want to look out for and which can 
help you to deal with a problem before it escalates. This is because many times I found myself in a financial mess before I knew it. The cost of repair is much higher than the cost of prevention.  

The fact that any of those may apply to you does not mean you cannot solve your problem. It means 
that you have identified something you can work at and therefore you are already many steps a head. There are many people who can help you if you are really serious about financial success seek them 
out and ask for them.

You must realize that a debt only becomes a problem if it starts lagging behind in payments. 
Therefore if you have nay of the current month’s bill coming before you have paid the previous 
months then this might be a bad sign. If you are unable to save money for anticipated annual expenses for example insurance premiums or auto repair, it may be a sign that you need to adjust something. 
If you are borrowing more money before the old loan is paid off, do something if you are unable to 
tell how much you owe in total to all creditors you might want to check your plans and see whether 
you are keeping to it. Chances are that you are not, if you are borrowing many on your credit cards 
to pay off things like rent, electricity, school fees then you are probably better off without the credit cards. The chances are you have no idea how you will pay the card bill when it falls due and you are digging a very deep expensive hole.
If there is an increase in your money argument in your household this may be something worth checking. The problem is not your partner but both of you have to agree to work out for a plan to 
solve the problem you have to be willing to be open, for the sake of your fami1y and in order to lead fulfilling lives. Get professional help if necessary. If you find that the percentage of your total income that you spend on paying loans or debts is extremely high, then this may be a sign that you need to do something. However, I need to stress that if your goal is to be debt-free then this may not be a bad sign after all.
lf you find yourself having to reduce debt payments in order to pay for such essentials as rent and 
water then it is back to the drawing board. Check what the problem might be. If you find you are borrowing from a new source to pay an old debt, then it might be bad sign. This works out to be very expensive in the end you must also remember that a loan is not an additional income. It will have to 
be paid back, and in the same way that you plan to obtain a loan, you must have a plan of how you 
will pay back.  Now all the above are necessary signs that you are in trouble financially, but they 
help us gauge our financial health. I would like to emphasize once more that a goal is only a goal if 
it is specified. So try writing down your goal and set a specific time when you want to achieve it. 
It is only after you do this that you go about seeking ways to achieve your financial goals.

Questions 

(a) 
Why does the writer want to share warning signs for financial trouble?

(2mks)

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
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(b) 
Explain why the writer says “……………you are already many steps ahead.” 
(1mk)

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
 
(c) 
Make notes on the signs of financial trouble outlined in the passage to the information 

    

 in the passage. 








(6mks)

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
(d) 
What does the writer suggest as ways of gauging household financial trouble? 
(3mks)

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
(e) 
According to the information in the passage why is it not advisable to pay bills using credit 

cards. 










(1mk)

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
(f) 
Rewrite the following sentence in reported speech:
“There are many people who can help you if you are really serious about financial 
success, he said”, so seek them out and ask for help. 



(1mk)

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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(g) 
What does the writer say is the truth about loans? 




(2mks)

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
(h) 
Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases as used in the passage:
 (4mks)

(i) Back to the drawing board __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

(ii) To gauge our financial health _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
(iii) Seek ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

(iv) Premiums_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

2.
Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow:

When you come, dear friend,


Don’t surprise me at the blink of dawn


With your dew-wet shuffling of footsteps


On the stair and along the corridor.


When you come, dear friend,


Give me word, drop me a line


But don’t surprise me in bed unshaven


Smelling of sleep with no pyjama coat!


Besides, my room at that apprehensive hour


With sprawled clothes and towel on the chair


Would be unforgettably chaotic.


But when you come, dear friend,


Don’t be exasperating and keep me waiting


So that I pace about the room - alone,


Or put a disc on the record-player,


Waiting for your any-minute knock on the door.


(a)
Briefly explain the message of the poem.





(3mks)


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
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(b)
Identify giving two illustrations from the poem, the nature of the relationship between 



the persona and the person addressed.





(5mks)


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

(c)
What is the economic status of the persona?





(2mks)


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

(d)
Identify and explain an example of personification in the first four lines of the poem. (2mks)


_____________________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________


(e)
Describe the mood of the poem.






(2mks)



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________


(f)
Explain the last 2 lines of the poem.






(3mks)


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

(g)
Explain the meaning of the following phrases as they are used in the poem:
(3mks)


(i)
smelling of sleep: _________________________________________________________


(ii)
drop a line:______________________________________________________________


(iii)
any-minute knock:________________________________________________________
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3.
ORAL NARRATIVE

Read the following Oral narrative and then answer the questions that follow:



Sixteen-year-old Terence was having fun with his friends and a new girlfriend at a birthday party.  
Then a group of armed teenagers arrived uninvited, took him to one side and told him to sell drugs for them.  “Leave me alone,” he said.



A firm hand fell on Terence’s shoulder.  “Don’t be chicken.  It’s easy.  You can make a lot 
of  money.”  Terence drew back.  “No, I won’t.”  His cheeks burned from several slaps, then he felt 


something sharp thrust against his back.  One of the older boys embraced his girlfriend and said: 
“Let’s see if this wimp is prepared to fight for you, baby.”



Terence was terrified, but managed to break loose and run home.  A while later the gangsters 


arrived at his home and spent several hours taunting him through bolted doors and winds.



Terence had experienced the ugly side of peer pressure, a pervasive problem for young people.  


“Children have a tougher time growing up than ever before,” says Dr. Erna Prinsloo, senior lecturer 
in psychology of education and socio-education at Unisa.  “In South Africa today, we find a 
generation of adolescents who have become accustomed to crime and violence,  as well as moral licentiousness.  They are far more vulnerable to the negative influences of peer pressure.”



In 1990, a survey was carried out by the South African Medical Research Council and the 


University of Cape Town on risk-taking behaviour among teenagers at schools in the Cape Peninsula.  


Of the 7340 teenagers who responded, 17.4 percent had had sex, half of them by the age of 15.  


Furthermore, 7.5 percent of the respondents had smoked dagga; 53.2 percent had drunk alcohol; 
18.1 percent smoked at least one cigarette a day; and 63.2 percent of those who had driven a vehicle 
had done so without a license.



“A significant amount of such risk-taking behaviour is a direct result of pressure from peers,” 

says the principal investigator of the study, University of Cape Town psychiatry lecturer Dr. Alan Flasher.  “Many teenagers would never have touched a cigarette, for example, if they hadn’t been pressured by friends.”



Today’s youngsters see and hear thousands of sexual messages every year.  Television, movies 


and music make drinking, sex, drugs, crime and underachievement - < la Bart Simpson - look carefree 
and fun.  Gangsters roam freely through disadvantaged areas, flashing money, cell phones and fancy clothes, the fruits of their ill-gotten gains.  At home, ever-younger teenagers are arguing, with 
increasing conviction, that “everyone” is doing these things.



While many parents feel powerless to make a difference, experts say they are actually in the 
best position to help their children resist troublesome urgings from peers.  Research by Dr. Louise Olivier, a private clinical psychologist, formerly director of the Child and Adult Guidance Centre at 
the Human Sciences Research Council in Pretoria, found that workshops designed to help parents 
open up meaningful discussion with their children result in these children’s being able to resist 
negative influences far more than those whose parents are autocratic or who take no real interest in them.  Says Dr. Olivier: “Parents who find the balance between love and discipline and who involve themselves in their children’s live play a vital role in helping their children resist negative peer pressure.”



Zondi Zitha, a teacher in Mamelodi, agrees: “Parental influence and support play a great part, 

possibly the greatest, with young teenagers.  It’s particularly important for bright children who can 
come under enormous pressure from their slower peers not to do well.  They are often teased, called names, sometimes even beaten up for achieving high marks.  Parents must counter this.”


(a)
Which ugly side of peer pressure is mentioned in paragraph 1 and 2?

(2mks)


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
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(b)
Identify two things affecting modern adolescents.




(2mks)


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
(c) According to the passage, state any two risk-raking behaviour that are common with 
teenagers?









(2mks)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

(d)
Why are youngsters attracted to vices displayed on T.V and movies?

(2mks)


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________
(e)
Explain the ways in which parents can be better placed in helping their children resist troublesome urgings from peers.






(4mks)

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

(f)
Explain why the word “everyone” is quoted.





(2mks)


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
(g) Rewrite the following sentence beginning with:




(1mk)
(What ....)


Parental influence and support play a great part, possibly the greatest, with young teenagers.



_________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________
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(h)
According to the passage, who should be blamed if a child is mined by peer pressure?
(2mks)


_________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________


(i)
Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage:

(3mks)


Chicken: _________________________________________________________________



Pervasive: ________________________________________________________________



Counter: _________________________________________________________________

4.
GRAMMAR:  (15 MARKS)

(a)
Rewrite each of the following sentences as instructed.  Do not change the meaning.


(i)
He entered the well-lit room.  The light was dazzling.


(1mk)



(Begin! Entering ----)




________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________


(ii)
John did not show up for the meeting.  Kamau as well did not.

(1mk)



(Rewrite the sentences as one starting:  Neither -----)




________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________
(iii) Somebody knows the answer to the question. 



(1mk)

(Rewrite changing into a question). 



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________
(b)
Correct the errors in the following sentences:


(i)
The matatu driver was not wearing a safety belt and she was also injured in the 




accident.








(1mk)



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________
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(ii)
Grammar cannot only be difficult to explain but even also to understand.
(1mk)



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________


(iii)
It’s quite amazing that it’s roof is leaking.




(1mk)



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

(c)
Replace the underlined phrase with a single word:


(i)
The president is expected to make changes in the cabinet.


(1mk)



________________________________________________________________________


(ii)
The balloon burst after it was excessively filled with air.




________________________________________________________________________

(d)
Fill in the blank spaces with the correct prepositions:



(2mks)


(i)
The farmer went to the garden accompanied _________​​​_________ one of his sons.

(ii) The naughty boy jumped ______________________ fence.
(e)  
Re-write the following sentences putting the adjectives in the brackets in their correct 
order:










(3mks)
     
(a) 
The old woman keeps a (big, fat, black) cat.


___________________________________________________________________________
(b) 
Kamau likes wearing (white, old, cotton) T-shirt.


___________________________________________________________________________
(c) I bought my niece a (green, small, plastic) bag.


___________________________________________________________________________
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