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1. COMPREHENSION 








(20 MARKS)
Read the passage and then answer the questions that follow.
We'd like to believe there's an infinite supply of water on the planet. But the assumption is tragically false. Available freshwater amounts to less than one-half of 1% of all the water on earth. The rest is sea water, or is frozen in the polar ice. Fresh water is renewable only by rainfall, at the rate of 40,000 to 50,000cubic kilometres per year. Due to intensive urbanization, deforestation, water diversion and industrial farming, the earth's surface is drying. If present trends persist, the water in all river basins on every continent could steadily be depleted.
Global consumption of water is doubling every 20 years, more than twice the rate of human population growth. According to the United Nations, more than one billion people on earth already lack access to fresh drinking water. If current trends persist, by 2025 the demand for freshwater is expected to rise to 56% above the amount that is currently available. As the water crisis intensifies, governments around the world - under pressure from transnational corporations - are advocating a radical solution - the privatization, commodification and mass diversion of water. Proponents say that such a system is the only way to distribute water to the world's thirsty. However, experience shows that selling water on the open market does not address the needs of poor, thirsty people. On the contrary, privatized water is delivered to those who can pay for it, such as wealthy cities and individuals and water-intensive industries, such as agriculture and high-tech.
The push to commodify water comes at a time when the social, political and economic impacts of water scarcity are rapidly becoming a destabilizing force, with water-related conflicts springing up around the globe. Much has been written about the potential for water wars in the Middle East, where water resources are severely limited. The late King Hussein of Jordan once said the only thing he would go to war with Israel over was water, because Israel controls Jordan's water supply. Meanwhile, the future of one of the earth's most vital resources is being determined by those who profit from its overuse and abuse.

A handful of transnational corporations, backed by the World Bank, are aggressively taking over the management of public water services in developing countries, dramatically raising the price of water to the local residents and profiting from the Third World's desperate search for solutions to the water crisis. The corporate agenda is clear water should be treated like any other tradable good, with its use determined by market principles. Who owns water? Should anyone? Should it be privatized? What rights do transnational corporations have to buy water systems? Should it be traded as a commodity in the open market? What laws do we need to protect water? Who is the custodian for nature's lifeblood?
Water is part of the earth's heritage and must be preserved in the public domain for all time and protected by strong local, national and international law. We must abandon the specious notion that we can carelessly abuse the world's precious water sources because, somehow, technology will come to the rescue. There is no technological "fix" for a planet depleted of water. It is commonly assumed that the world’s water supply is huge and infinite. This assumption is false. In fact, of all the water on Earth, only 2.5 % is freshwater, and available freshwater represents less than half of 1% of the world's total water stock. The rest is seawater, or inaccessible in ice caps, ground water and soil. This supply is finite.
Most disturbingly, we are diverting, polluting and depleting that finite source of freshwater at an astonishing rate. Today, says the United Nations, 31 countries are facing water stress and scarcity and over one billion people lack adequate access to clean drinking water.
Groundwater over-pumping and aquifer depletion are now serious problems in the world's most intensive agricultural areas. Twenty one per cent of irrigation in the U.S. is achieved by pumping ground water at rates that exceed the water's ability to recharge (and most water used for irrigation cannot be recycled). This means that instead of living on water income, we are irreversibly diminishing water capital. At some time in the near future, water bankruptcy will result.
Sandra Postel of the Global Water Policy Project adds that, in addition to depleting supplies, groundwater mining causes salt water to invade freshwater aquifers, destroying them. In other cases, groundwater mining actually permanently reduces the earth's capacity to store water. Further, the global expansion in mining and manufacturing is increasing the threat of pollution to these underground water supplies. World Resources reports that as developing countries undergo rapid industrialization, heavy metals, acids and persistent organic pollutants (POPs) are contaminating aquifers.
At the same time, over-exploitation of the planet's major river systems is threatening another finite source of water. "The Nile in Egypt, the Ganges in South Asia, the Yellow River in China, and the Colorado River in America are among the major rivers that are so dammed, diverted, or over-tapped that little or no freshwater reaches its final destination for significant stretches of time," writes Sandra Postel. In fact, the Colorado is so over-subscribed on its journey through seven U.S. states that there is virtually nothing left to go out to sea.
As well as creating major environmental problems, over-tapping of ground water and rivers is exacerbating another potential crisis -world food security. The annual rise in population means that more water is needed every year for grain production (for humans and animals), a highly water-intensive activity. But, every year the world's burgeoning cities and industries are demanding more and more of the water earmarked for agriculture. California, for example, now projects a serious decline in irrigated lands just as its population is exploding.
(Adapted from “The Wars of the Next Century will be about Water” by Ismail Serageldin)

Questions

a.  According to the writer, “the assumption is tragically false” what is the ‘assumption’?










                                         (2 marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................................
b. What are the reasons given for the shortage in water supply? 


                (3 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..................................................
c. What are “transnational corporations”





                  (1 mark)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........................
d. How do the impacts of water scarcity cause instability? 


                  (4 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...................................................................................
e. In your opinion, are transnational corporations doing a good job managing public water services? Why?








                              (3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..............................................................
f. What does the writer refer to in “water income” and “water capital”? 

                 (2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........................
g. There is no technological "fix" for a planet depleted of water.( Rewrite and provide a question tag).








                                                       (1 mark)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........................
h. For each of the following words or phrases, give one word or short phrase which has the same meaning that the word or phrase has in the passage.



                (4 marks)
a. advocating:

...........................................................................
b. an astonishing rate 
...........................................................................
c. invade :

...........................................................................
d. exacerbating :

...........................................................................
2. COMPULSORY TEXT







       (25 MARKS)

The River and the Source: Margaret A. Ogola
Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow.
Semo spoke again; “Brothers, people of Sakwa. We are happy to know you and hope that soon we shall not just be friends but relatives as well. We have heard what you have said. We wish to know what bride price would please you.”

“For this jewel there can be no price. Therefore we have decided to give her to you free except for a token bull, two cows and six goats with which to furnish the requirements of chik. The bull shall come to me in lieu of her father. The two cows and goats will be taken to Yimbo to the house of Oloo her grandmother’s brother who in all ways was a father to the girl and her cousin and always provided for them” The aspiring suitors stared in disbelief. Held in readiness back in Seme were twenty four head of cattle, double the normal bride price which was the least they expected to be asked. Oloo had instructed his uncle to ask for a grace period of six months in which he would have looked for whatever else they would have demanded. And now this! They couldn’t possibly give away such a girl for free. They must have something hidden up their sleeves. But they hadn’t. He was just an incredibly lucky man and it was beginning to dawn on him.
Questions

i. Place the above extract in its immediate context.



               ( 4 marks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........................................................................................................
ii. Compare and contrast a similar event that took place earlier on in the text with the extract.









                                                  (6 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………......................................................................................................
iii. Why did the aspiring suitors stare in disbelief? 



                             (2 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....................................................................
iv. What “jewel” is being talked about and why is it so valuable. 

                            (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..............................................................................................................................................
v. Certain aspects of chik were not adhered to before this occasion. Identify at least THREE and explain why they were ignored.




                                        (6 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
vi. They must have something hidden up their sleeves. Rewrite the sentence, without changing its structure, to end in a question mark. 



                                            (1 mark)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….........................................................................................................
vii. “A home without daughters is like a river without a source” Who said this words and why? 









                                                      (2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...............................................................................................
viii. How does the river appear to dry up?





                 (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..................................................................................................
3. POETRY









         (15 MARKS)

Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.
Ancestors 

Why are our ancestors

always kings or princes
and never the common people
Was the old country a democracy?

where every man was a king
or did the slavecatchers
take only the aristocracy
and leave the fieldhands
labourers
streetcleaners
garbage collectors
dishwashers
cooks
and maids
behind?
My own ancestor

(Research reveals)

was a swineherd
in the royal pigstye
and slept in the mud
among the hogs.
Yet I’m as proud of him

as of any king or prince

dreamed up in  fantasies

of bygone glory.

(Dudley Randall)

Questions
i. Which syllable would you stress in the following words;


               ( 3 marks)
a. Democracy
……………………………………..
b. Dish washers
……………………………………..
c. Slavecatchers
……………………………………...
ii. Who is the persona in this poem?





                (2 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….......................................
iii. What is the “old country” referred to in line 4? 



                            (2 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........................................
iv. What is the irony of first two lines in stanza two?



                  (4 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........................................................................................................................
v. What does the last stanza reveal about the persona?



                 (3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….........................................................................................................................
vi. Identify and illustrate a figure of speech used in the last stanza.

(1mark)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………................................................
4. GRAMMAR 









(20 MARKS)
a. Rewrite the following sentences according to the instructions. Do not change the meaning unless instructed. 






                                      (5 marks)

i. Oloo sensed that he was cornered and retreated. (Begin: Sensing………)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ii. The mall came crashing after the bomb blast. ( …..end in crashing)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

iii. Apart from those two rascals, everyone else is disciplined. (Rewrite beginning; Save…..)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….........................
iv. Mr Amwoga is teaching Kiswahili. (end in ………Mr Amwoga).
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........................
v. “These mangoes must be very juicy”, Kip said. (Rewrite in reported speech) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........................
b. Complete the following passage with appropriate prepositions.

                    (3 marks)

A study has shown that being cold may be a healthy method ………………… losing weight. After a ten year study ………………….the effects of cold environment on the body’s metabolism, Dutch experts found that staying ………………warm environments for longer periods could be the reason why people gain weight. The study claims that non shivering heat production …..………..response to feeling cold mainly among the young could lead to up to 30% of the body’s energy being used ……………….This means that reduced temperatures can considerably increase the amount ………………calories used up instead of being stored in the body as fat.
c. Use appropriate phrasal verbs beginning with the words in brackets to complete the passage below.







                                            (3 marks)

The meeting that had been ……………………….. (put) several times finally started. First on his feet was Mr Makwata, but before he could utter a word, Mr Porojo……………………….(shoot) and demanded to know if their demand for allowances had been…………………………(look). The chairman stood up and informed the gathering that there were more urgent issues that needed their attention.
d. Use the words in brackets in their correct form to complete the sentences below.          (3 marks)
i. There is growing………………………. (military) of residents in their demand for services.

ii. One person was ………………………..(allege) shot in Kakamega.

iii. The right to hold demonstrations is…………………………..(shrine) in the constitution of Kenya.
e. The following sentences have errors. Rewrite them correctly.                                           (3 marks)
i. I cannot be able to attend the bash at such a short notice

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

ii. When is the bus expected to reach its destination?

……………………………………………………………………………………………
iii. Pardon, repeat again.

……………………………………………………………………………………………..
f.  Combine the following sentences into one using an adverbial clause.                           (3 marks)
i. They reached the town. This is where the great magician lived.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....................................
ii. He lost three hundred shillings. He still had plenty to spend.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………................................
iii. I saw him. He was running after a dog carrying a bone.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...............................
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