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     TIME: 2 HOURS
INSTRUCTIONS:   
ANSWER QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY) AND ANY OTHER TWO QUESTIONS

Question One (30 Marks)
a)
What is your understanding of the term “public opinion”?


(5 Marks)
b)
What does it mean to measure public opinion?



(5 Marks)

c)
Explain how sampling is used to measure public opinion.  How does scientific sampling differ from non – scientific sampling?




(10 Marks)

d)
Explain the role of public opinion in a robust democracy, explaining why leaders in such countries pay attention to measurements of public opinion.


(10 Marks)

Question Two (20 Marks)
a)
Discuss the three major forces that shape political thinking on a personal level hence ultimately shaping opinions.






(10 Marks)

b)
Discuss the nature and extent of the media’s effect on opinions and attitudes.











(10 Marks)
Question Three (20 Marks)
Discuss the views of Lawrence Lowell on each of the following questions:

a)
What qualifies a group of people as a “public”?



(5 Marks)

b)
Is majority opinion necessarily public opinion?



(5 Marks)

c)
Most public opinion be unanimous?





(5 Marks)

d)
What then is public opinion?






(5 Marks)

Question Four (20 Marks)
Discuss each of the following theories of public opinion persuasion:

a)
Social judgment theory






(5 Marks)

b)
Elaboration likelihood model






(5 Marks)

c)
Cognitive Dissonance theory






(5 Marks)

d)
Narrative paradigm







(5 Marks)

Question Five (20 Marks)

a)
With carefully considered historical examples, discuss the nature of propaganda, listing the main features that delineate communication as propaganda.

(6 Marks)

b)
Discuss the three main forms of propaganda, stating the ethical issues behind each of them.









(9 Marks)

c)
Would you say that the worldwide accessibility of BBC and VOA programs is an effort at propaganda?  Give reasons for your answer.



(5 Marks)
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