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COMPREHENSION (20 Marks)
Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow

Unemployment is said to be a situation whereby large number of mentally and physically capable people of working age are willing to work but cannot find work.  In Africa, the unemployment rate is estimated to be 27  -  29%.  This is way beyond the acceptable rate of 4%.  This grievous situation has contributed to the soaring levels of poverty witnessed all round us.
But what are the causes of unemployment?  Can anything be done to alleviate the situation? First, political upheavals have played a key role in promoting the sky rocketing unemployment levels.  Civil wars and ethnic clashes have led to bloodshed and massive loss of life.  As expected, foreign investors have fled for their safety.  They have shut down their companies and relocated their businesses to places that are more conducive to the thriving of their enterprises. The result ? Job loss and hence poverty
Ordinary citizens rarely foment political trouble.  Their “Leaders” do in an effort to upstage one another and make personal political and economic gains.  Through their vote, citizens have the means of ensuring that such people do not accede to power.

International trade, contrary to expectation, has not helped the situation. For a long time, the developed nations have taken advantage of this trade to exploit Africans, making them even poorer. Liberalisation of trade has meant that goods from all manner of places are allowed into the country. Most of these are cheaper than locally produced ones because the cost of production is lowered by efficiency factors and government subsidies.  As a result, local infant industries are unable to compete and end up collapsing.  Once again, many citizens are left unemployed.
In addressing this problem, the buck stops with African governments.  It is upon them to create an enabling environment for local industries by way of improving infrastructure and security and also giving tax waivers.  Sound policies that enhance efficiency in the sector should be instituted.
In addition, the unemployment problem is worsened by a shortage of entrepreneurs. Many people lack the necessary skills, spirit of boldness and risk-taking attitudes required in starting business ventures.  Though they have the capital, they do not invest it locally thus denying many, a chance for employment. Some prefer to stash their money in foreign accounts.
A sense of patriotism is called for here.  Nothing gives greater joy and satisfaction than knowing that one has contributed to the betterment of the lives of others.  As they say, East or West, home is best, so investing locally will have multiple benefits.  African governments and NGOs must also do more in equipping those interested with entrepreneurial skills.
Moreover, the African system of education has failed to change the white collar job mentality. Many are those who believe that these are more prestigious and better paying than blue collar jobs.  This has meant that opportunities in the informal sector go unexploited while there is excess unabsorbed labour in the white collar sector.

To solve this problem, people need to be socialized differently.  The 8-4-4 system of education in Kenya is a step in this direction. One of its objectives is to equip its recipients with progressive attitudes and skills necessary for self-reliance.
As we have seen, unemployment is a big problem in Africa.  It is directly connected to the high poverty levels crippling many people.  However, with concerted efforts, the situation can be alleviated.
Questions

a.
From the first paragraph, who qualifies to work?




                   (2mks)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b.
Without changing the meaning, rewrite the following sentences using the word “surprisingly”: 
As expected, foreign investors have fled for their safety.



                  (1mk)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c.
What  role do citizens have in ensuring there is peace?



                  (2mks)


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d.
State any two factors that may hinder successful entrepreneurship according to paragraph six. (2mks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

e.
Write notes on the effects of international trade on Africa.



                   (4mks)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

f.
Explain the significance of patriotism in the development of a country according to this passage.
       (3mks)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
g.
Rewrite the following sentences in singular.





                    (1mk)

As a result, local infant industries are unable to compete and end up collapsing.


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
h.
According to the passage, in what area do people need to change their attitudes?

       (3mks)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
i.
Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage



       (2mks)


(a) foment………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

(b)stash ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. 
Read the extract given below then answer the questions that follow:  (25 Marks)
MRS. STOCKMANN; 
There is no doubt they have behaved very badly towards you, Thomas; but is that sufficient reason for us to leave our native country for good? 

DR. STOCKMANN:
If we went to another town, do you suppose we should not find the common people just as insolent as they are here? Of course there is not much to choose between them. Oh, well, let the mongrels yap-that is not the worst part of it. The worst is that, from one end of this country to the other, every man is a slave of his party. “Although as far as that goes, I dare say it is not much better in the free West either” the compact majority and liberal public opinion, and all that infernal old bag of tricks are probably rampant there too. But there things are done on a larger scale, you see. They may kill you, but they won’t subject you to slow torture. They don’t squeeze a free man’s soul in a vice, as they do here. And, if need be, one can get away from it all. (Walks up and down) if only I knew where there was a virgin forest or a small South Sea island for sale, cheap….

MRS. STOCKMANN:
But think of the boys Thomas!

DR. STOCKMANN: 
(Standing still): What a funny woman you are, Katherine! Would you prefer to have the boys grow up in a society like this? You saw for yourself last night that half the population is insane; and if the other half have not lost their senses, it is because they are mere thickheads, with no wits to lose.

MRS. STOCKMANN:
But, Thomas dear, the things you said had something to do with it, you know 

DR. STOCKMANN:
Well, isn’t what I said perfectly true? Don’t they turn every idea on its head? Don’t they say that all make a hotchpotch of right and wrong? Don’t they say that the things I know are true are lies? The craziest part of it all is the fact of these ‘liberals’, men of full age, going about in crowds imagining that they are independent-minded! Did you ever hear any thing like it, Katherine!

MRS. STOCKMANN:
Yes, yes, it’s stupid enough of them, certainly; but-(Petra comes in from the sitting room) Back from school already? 

PETRA:
Yes. I have been given a notice of dismissal.

MRS. STOCKMANN:
Dismissal?
DR. STOCKMANN: 
You too?

PETRA:
Mrs. Busk gave me my notice; I thought it was better to leave at once

DR. STOCKMANN:
You were perfectly right too.

MRS. STOCKMANN;
Who would have thought Mrs. Busk was a woman of that sort?

PETRA:
Mrs. Busk isn’t a bit like that, mother; I saw quite well how it hurt her to do it. But she didn’t dare do otherwise, she said and so I got my notice. 

Questions.

(a)
How have ‘they’ behaved very badly towards Dr. Stockman?



       (4mks)


………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

 (b)
Compare and contrast the life in town and that in the Free West as shown by Dr. Stockman.    (4mks)


………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………


………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

 (c)
Describe any two character traits of Katherine as depicted in the extract.

                   (4mks) 


………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

(d)
Identify any two accusations levelled against the compact majority by Thomas in this extract. (2mks)


………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………
 (e)
When Petra reports to have been dismissed her father says ‘You too?’ who else has been given notice to quit and what reason was given for his/her dismissal?


                   (2mks) 
………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(f)
Identify and illustrate any two thematic concerns brought out in this extract.                    
      (4mks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(g)
They may kill you but they won’t subject you to slow torture 

(Rewrite this sentence using ’however’)






      (2mk)


………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………

(h)
‘Of course there is not much to choose between them.’




        (1mk)

(Rewrite in the affirmative)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(i)
Explain the meaning of each of the following expressions as used in the extract:
                  (2mks)


a)Hotchpotch ……………………………………………………….………………..………………………………

b) Infernal
……………………………………………………………………..…………………………………..
3.
Literary Appreciation (20 marks)

Read the Narrative below and answer the questions that follow.

HOW THE LUO TRIBE DIVIDED

A long time ago, there was an old man whose name was Ramogi. This old man had two sons.  These two sons were called Labongo and Gipir and they had wives. Labongo was the elder of these two.  When ramogi died, Labongo became the chief of the homestead. He was to look after his father’s property, including the family sacred spear.

There was a lot of forest and land and elephants were in plenty.  The elephants used to come and destroy crops.  One day when Labongo was out hunting, an elephant came near the homestead and destroyed some of the crops. Gipir, who was still at home, was so furious that he quickly, without thinking, picked up the family spear and threw it at the elephant.  The spear stuck into the elephant’s side and the elephant escaped. The elephant ran with the spear until it reached the forest. 
 When Labongo came back home from hunting, his  wife told him about the loss of the spear.  She explained to him how an elephant had damaged the crops and how Gipir had bravely driven it away losing the sacred spear in the process.  On hearing this Labongo angrily went straight to his brother’s house and demanded the spear, saying, Gipir, see that you return the family sacred spear and make sure it is that particular one that you threw at the elephant!  Gipir tried to appease his brother by making beautiful spears but Labongo refused to accept them.


One day Gipir told his wife, “Please prepare for me a lot of food.  I have a long journey to make.”  The wife prepared for him a lot of food and Gipir set out.  He went and went and went . After a long and dangerous journey in which his life was threatened by wild animals and huge poisonous snakes, he reached  a forest called Godliech, the home of elephants. In the forest he met an old woman.  This old woman asked him, “what have you come to do here in the forest?”  Gipir told her what had happened. He told her how he had pierced an elephant with the sacred family spear, and that the elephant had run with it in to the forest.  The woman became angry and said, “So it is you who is killing my elephants?”  Gipir replied politely, and said that all he wanted was the sacred spear of the family, and if she could kindly help him to find it.  The old woman then showed him where she kept spears. He searched among them and found the sacred spear that Labongo wanted.  The old woman gave Gipir some beads to take to his wife.

When Gipir reached home, he immediately took the spear to Labongo. Labongo was very happy and he thanked him.  Next morning Gipir spread out the beads he had been given by the old woman, in preparation  for his wife to string them.  Everyone in the homestead came out to see the beautiful beads.  Labongo’s child was playing where the beads were being strung.
Without being noticed, he took one and swallowed it.  Gipir knew that his time for revenge had come.  He demanded the bead the child had swallowed and no other.  Labongo suggested that they should wait for some time, until the child excreted. They waited for some time and the child excreted.  The excrement was searched thoroughly but no bead was found.  This action was repeated severally but all was in vain.  They tried to make the child vomit but no bead came out.  After several days of trying and failing , Labongo asked Gipir to cut the child open and take his bead.  Gipir realized that this was a trap and he refused.  He knew that if he killed the child and took out the bead, Labongo would certainly say that he wanted Gipir’s child.
Meanwhile,  Labongo grew tired of the continual reminders from Gipir,that he wanted his bead back ,just as the demand for the sacred spear had tired Gipir.

One day Labongo told his wife to bring a knife so as to cut open the child and get the bead.
When Labongo killed and cut up the child the bead was found hidden in the linings of the stomach. The child was buried.  When this happened Gipir was forced to shift from his homestead to another land.Labongo also moved and they never saw one another again. “I hope I grow and attain the height of the brother of my mother” 

Questions

(a)
What  type of a narrative is this?






      (2mks)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………......
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(b)
Describe Labongo’s character







       (4mks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(c)
Give any two oral narrative styles used in this narrative.



       (4mks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


(d)
What is the moral lesson of this narrative?





       (2mks)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


(e)
What economic activity is practised by this community?



       (2mks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


(f)
State the two functions of repetition in the line “He went and went and went”?
       (2mks)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(g)
If you were to retell this narrative, at what point would you introduce comic relief:       (2mks)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(h)
What type of narrative plot has been used in this narrative? Explain.

       (2mks)


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4.
Grammar (15marks)

(a) Write the following sentences  according to the instructions given after each.  Do not change 
     the
meaning. 








                   (3mks)


(i)
We would not have succeeded if David had not helped us.
(Begin: Were ……..)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..



(ii)
She was not yet fifteen when her father tried to marry her off. (Use: ‘before’)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..



(iii)
You should not leave your house unlocked at any time. (Begin: At ……………)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
(b) Complete the blanks with the correct form of the word in bracket 

                   (3mks)
(i) Our MP is facing a lot of _______________________(rival) from the constituents
(ii) Human  beings and nature are _____________________ (depend)

(iii) Jane was __________ (decide) about taking up the job, hence she consulted her sister.
(c) Use one word to replace the ones that are underlined.  Do not change the meaning.  (3mks)
(i) We shall take you to court for breaching the contract

…………………………………………………………………………………………

(ii) He is going to put the car back to shape
…………………………………………………………………………………………

(iii) She is not relaxed
…………………………………………………………………………………………


(d)
Fill in each blank below with an appropriate masculine or feminine form.                 (3mks)


(i)
bachelor  __________________________



(ii)
_________________________ nun

(iv) _________________________  niece

(e)
Explain the difference in meaning between the following sentences.
                   (2mks)



(i)
My car which was bought from Britain has been stolen


(ii)
My car, which was bought from Britain has been stolen



………………………………………………………………………………………………...



………………………………………………………………………………………………...

(f)
Invert the following sentence.




                                (1mk)



The bull fell into a ditch


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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