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FIRST YEAR FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATION FOR THE  DEGREE OF MASTER OF CONSERVATION BIOLOGY
SZL 3129: PLANT COMMUNITIES OF EASTERN AFRICA
DATE:  APRIL, 2017
                              


        TIME: 3 HOURS   
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 ANSWER ANY FOUR QUESTIONS (25 MARKS EACH) 

 QUESTION ONE: 
a.
Explain the following terms with respect to plant vegetation attributes:-











(5 marks)


i.
Biodiversity.


ii.
Species richness.

b.
Discuss the major guiding principles used in international vegetation and plant classification.






(15 marks)

c.
Briefly explain the concept surface energy balance.


(5 marks)

QUESTION TWO: 
a.
With a well illustrated diagram, discuss the hydrological cycle and its impact on plant community.





(20 marks)

b.
Explain the term floristic composition.



(5 marks)

QUESTION THREE:



Discuss the methods and tools used in ecological field studies of plant 

communities.








(25 marks)

QUESTION FOUR: 
a.
Discuss the phenomen ‘energy budget’ with respect to energy transfer.













(20 marks)
b.
Briefly explain the term plant community and its characteristics.


(5 marks)

QUESTION FIVE:
a.
Briefly explain the concept Ecofone and Edge effect.

(5 marks)
b.
What is Bioclimatology? How will rapid climate change affect species and ecological communities.






(20 marks) 
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